
Homework, Class 1
Following are three answers to the first question on a prior year's final exam. (The first page of that exam is attached. Don’t try to answer the questions.) 

Your assignment is to: 

1. Read the last section of the syllabus, "What is an ‘A’ Assignment?" 

2. Look at the final exam instructions. 

3. Decide, based on the syllabus information, what grade you'd give to each of the answers. Why?
4. Bring your typed answer to next week’s class to hand in. Print double-spaced and put your name and the date at the top of the first page. Your response should be no longer than a page or a page and a half. 


1. Introductions. Juice packages and the effect of an audience on instructions. Freewriting. Chapter 4 in Technical Communications. 

Blue Answer: The first class was just an introduction. We were put into pairs and were given a juice box. My partner and I had to give a set of instructions to open (put the straw in) the juice box without spilling any. The instructions were meant to be for a first grade class. 

Red Answer: During this class I learned that I can very easily deviate from the appointed task. For example: I started with a definite idea and instead ended up with a total different closing statement that wasn't even related to my original point. 

Green Answer: In freewriting, I learned how to retrieve as much prior knowledge as possible. It is important because it helps even ideas that seem completely unrelated begin to materialize on the page. I have used freewriting in writing letters when I need to convey more than one message. 



Which is best—red, green, or blue? Which is worst? Why? How do you think they were graded?

SAMPLE: Final Exam: Technical Communication 
EGTG/ENGR 2210, Susan Fowler
Name: ________________________________
Date: __________________
“One way of measuring the amount of information that one has received is the amount of surprise that one experiences after hearing the information.” From Intelligent Databases, Parsaye, Chignall, Khoshafian, Wong; John Wiley and Sons, 1989.

For each class, please describe one new thing you learned (one paragraph per class is all that you need to write). If possible, describe how you have used this information at work or in other classes. You can write about anything from class or from the readings. If you missed a class, use something from the textbook or the handouts. Since this is writing class, you will lose points for typos and grammatical errors. Double-check your writing before you hand in the exam. 

1.
Introductions. Juice packages and the effect of an audience on instructions. Freewriting. Chapter 4 in Technical Communication.
2.
Dr. Pizzo on the importance of writing. Clustering technique. Multiple learning styles and intelligences. Building the Perfect Team video. Chapter 5 in Technical Communication.
3.
Library session. Editing politely. Chapters 6 and 15 in Technical Communication.
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